FOUNDATIONS OF BRITISH PATRIOTISM
it off by remarking that he had changed a dukedom for
a kingdom. Royalties are by nature quick to adapt their
nationality to their interests. It was obviously the royal
game to play up to the part of good King Edward's
successor, and get the backing of national sentiment
against the chronic treason of a feudal baronage. And
it has never been John BuIPs way to indulge an unseason-
able realism about the nature of his crowned figurehead.
Loyalty, like love, is a passion that thrives easiest upon
make-believe.
Only nine years after the Conquest, some of the chief
beneficiaries from the great land distribution were up in
revolt, and the English putting them down on behalf of
King William. Henceforth every claimant or successor
to the throne would make it his first business to get at
least the reputation with his English subjects of being a
popular sovereign In the good old native tradition.
Their support was so obviously his prime asset, and they
were ready to meet him more than half-way. None of
the pre-conquest Kings had commanded a greater
enthusiasm of loyalty than that with which the English
rallied to the cause of that fascinating and enigmatic
scapegoat of priestly propaganda, William Rufus, or to
that of Ms brother Henry, after his death. And they
had their reward when this same King Henry crossed
the Channel with an army which, fighting dismounted
in the English fashion, forty years, to a day, after the
Norman landing in England, conquered Normandy from
his brother Robert. The English, as we gather from the
Anglo-Norman chronicler, William of Malmesbury, saw
in this the manifest dispensation of Providence to even
up the score of Hastings.
The grouping of forces brought about by the military
necessities of the Conquest, that of Norman versus
English, or King plus aristocracy against people, was
too flatly against the laws of political gravity to last out
even one average reign. It did not matter what language
a monarch might speak, or what might be his private
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